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1 . PER REFTEL, WE PROPOSE FOLLOWING TEXT AS NOTE TO ROKG. 
THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PRESENTS ITS 
COMPLIMENTS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO THE RECENT CASES OF 
MR PETER BENEFELD, AND MR AKIRA SAHEKI, AMERICAN 
CITIZENS WHO WERE DETAINED IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA PENDING THE COMPLETION OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 
INTO CERTAIN CHARGES MADE AGAINST THEM BY THE 
KOREAN BUSINESS FIRMS SAM YUNG CHEMICAL CO. 

AND DONG HWA AND CO. LTD. RESPECTIVELY. 

THE EMBASSY DOES NOT WISH TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF ALLEGED 
INDEBTEDNESS BY ONE PARTY OR ANOTHER IN THE COMMERCIAL 
TRANSACTIONS AT ISSUE BUT RATHER TO NOTE THAT WE CONSIDER 
IT EXTREMELY UNFORTUNATE THAT MATTERS WHICH APPEAR TO BE 
COMMERCIAL TRADE DISPUTES HAVE BEEN HANDLED OUTSIDE THE 
USUAL CHANNELS FOR SETTLING TRADE DISPUTES. WE HAVE 
NOTED IN THE PAST THAT THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
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HAS SERVED AS A MODEL IN WORLD TRADING CIRCLES FOR 
ITS FAIR, EFFICIENT, AND EXPEDITIOUS HANDLING 
OF SUCH DISPUTES. THE EMBASSY IS PARTICULARLY 
DISTURBED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN TWO CASES IN RECENT 
MONTHS WERE MATTERS IT BELIEVES ARE PROPERLY 
CLASSIFIED AS TRADE DISPUTES HAVE BECOME THE SUBJECT 
OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, CAUSING CONSIDERABLE 
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INCONVENIENCE AND EXPENSE TO AMERICAN CITIZENS ENGAGED 
IN COMMERCE WITH KOREAN FIRMS. IN EACH CASE, 

IT APPEARS THAT EFFORTS TO DISCUSS THE DISPUTE 
FIRST HAND WERE UTILIZED BY THE KOREAN FIRM TO FORCE 
AN UNFAVORABLE SETTLEMENT UPON THE AMERICAN COMPANY. 
THESE TWO CASES HAVE RECEIVED WIDESPREAD ATTENTION IN 
THE UNITED STATES, WITH EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN COMING 
FROM GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, LABOR, AND CONGRESSIONAL 
CIRCLES. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS EXPRESSED THE 
CONCERN OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE 
KOREAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND THIS EMBASSY HAS 
REPEATEDLY DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH OFFICIALS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. WE BELIEVE THAT 
SUCH HANDLING OF SIMILAR CASES IN THE FUTURE WOULD 
HAVE A HIGHLY DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE CONTINUED 
GROWTH OF TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA, TO THE COST OF BOTH PEOPLES. 

THE EMBASSY URGES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA TO TAKE WHATEVER MEASURES ARE NECESSARY TO 
ENSURE THAT MORE APPROPRIATE HANDLING WILL BE GIVEN 
SUCH PROBLEMS WHEN THEY ARISE IN THE FUTURE. 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAN AVIALS 
ITSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA THE 
ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

GLEYSTEEN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 SEOUL 07539 250956Z 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SEOUL07539 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780348-0432 
Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780823/aaaaassf.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d851755b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 SEOUL 6988 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1619231 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASSISTANCE TO US CITIZEN (FOLLOW UP ON SAHEKI, AKIRA) 

TAGS: CASC, BDIS, (SAHEKI, AKIRA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d851755b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



